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A MAN CALLED NONAME

I met alfred Nonams on January S0, Ldsrd, Al fred lived in a guiet
crescent 1in the West end of RKegina. Uutside, the fTenperature
hoversed at minus thivty degress Celsius. and the snowbanks wers
piled wp  the window si1lls of  his well-kept thres bedroom
burngalow. Inside, several vounogsters plaved happily. FLUIT A M
around, laughing and chatbting with sach other. Whnen | entered
the curtailed thelvy acbivities., oub of politeness, and athter a
shy appraisal of the stranger in thelr midsts they retived to the
basemsnt to rvesume theilr activities., though 1n a more subdusd
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Altred was  a hesavy-set man with 2 gently thouoh vresolute nmannar.
At sixty-eiraht  vears of  age, dltred was rebtirved and was ftinally
taking Life @sasy. He had lavogs brown eves that retained a touahn
of sadness  bthrowghoot owr discussion of  his was and peace tims
BUDEeYT1I8MnI8es., Alifrad’s wife, Sheila died ftour vears ago,.  and
tragedy struck again a vear later when his oldest daughter was
taken as  well. The chtlodren plaving downstairs  were  two of
Alfred’s granddaughters. He has a son and  dawvobter living in
Edmonton, and has towr orandchildren their, as well as a daughber
and granddauwghter in Winnipsg.

alitred was borm o in 1921 on the Fiapot indian Esssvve. He spoent
hig childhood  on this Deautiful reserve consisting of  volling
prairvie country and a section of the southside of the LU appelle
Valley, about thivity five miles novth of Hsgina.

The reserve pesople were nob wealthy by "white standards.” but
life was, in the main, pleasant and secure. ln 1y2l, evervone on
the reserve spoke Ores, and people lived the traditional
lifestyle. His family consisted of his grandparents, parentbs,
many uncles  and aunts  and. 1n many wavs. the "tamily" seemed to
exteant to include everyons  on the ressrve. Hubt the reserve had
its draw backs as well. rFeople were otten on the edgs of hunger,
and there was Mo work o be had unless one lett the reserve. A
well, thers were no schools on the reserve.  Children who warse to
be sducated had to attend the Indian resicential school vun by
the Catholic misslonaries  at Lebret. a village n
Eilometvres, thirty six miles southeast of the Firapob Hessrve.
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When Al tred becams of school ages his pavents dutitully delivered
hiim to the residential  school at  lLebret. This institution, a
carbon copy of many obher such sducational facilities across the
West, struck tTervor into the hearts of the vyoung NMatives  who
entered 1t's gates. bmoe delivered hesre, the boy or givi would
not enter thelr parent’'s bhome again as a ohild, ewcept tor a very
rare visit duwing school holidavs. The chilorvren were nobt al lowsd
to speak tThelr own languags. fhey spoke trench, Or 11 SOmME CAses
English, and they ware at times beaten 11 they wers cauant Lress.
Childhood ended the day they entered the residential school. e
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sany-oolng playful davs among peloved tamily  and relabives was
instantly replaced with & vigorous discipline. delivered by
stranasers who spoke a Toreian languace. Pime was no Lonoger bthelr
T W Strange schedules controlled theiry  every move "1 hate bo
say bto muach” Labowt  the residential  scohooll alitred saxd in a
hegitate voilce, " Dbut L know what  we went through. We wers nob
given muach chance of getting an 2ducation. Atter we gob a little
oldey, tThey use o put us on work parties btnres times a wesk,

"id oyou get paide® I orrmouirved.

sy o ALTred veplied, as  thouogh The mere guestion of pay would
have been deemed absurd Dy tThe schoolfs authorities. Yle had a
school farm and we had a dairvy with ourte a few milk cows on it.
We were not given & chance to lsarn anything. We st worked.®
Al fred chuckled, and continued, "1 finished grade Tive, and that
was it I was sivteen. and said no more school for me I guess.
When yvou were sixteen, or seventeen, they let vow out of school.?

Tan soon as yvou were legally old enough™? L ousried.

"Right. I don’t  think that was fair at all. Yesm, | am still
bitter. oao teel sorvy  for myvself that | did not have enouah
sz ation. Mow it s ditfferent. These kids are growing up and
getting a good eduwration.

Al fred was sixtesn when his ferm in the residential school ended.
During his brief span  1n school ~ some seven vears in all -~ he
hrad been transtormed. @ven  thouogh bhe bhad not been well educaten
in the tormal senss. Al fred had acaguirad a new set of values and
& New L anguaces, He had besn tauoht that time was monev. ang he
had been  tauaht that he must  work, often for o wages at all.
Al fred had been taught to respond, with out any visible sign of
reslstancs, o aubhorityv. At age  sixbtesn he returned to his
parents place on the Flapotb Heserve.

RBack on  the ressrve  not mwch bhad chanoed since the halovon davs
of his childhood.  But alfred’s peroepbtion of 1ife on the reserve
had been irvrvevocably transformed. Honse was the  ocharm of his
tolerance. at times irvascible parents and dlberts.  Yes, altred
still had a deep and abiding respsct for them, and ves, he shtill
Toved them. But  now he was dissatisfied. He  wanted to sarn
money, and  he wanted bto sese  the world. Further more, he had
forgotten some of the skills that made lifte on the reserve viable
- skills such as tracking and hunting. Moy did he derive the
same pleasure from fishing, o picking the wild berrvies, the
Saskatoons that arew in abundance in the valley of the Ouwappelle
fRiver . For two vears after his school davs ended alired just
hung arocund on the reserve with  other dissatistied  yvoubh, not
Enowing whether they should leave the reserve or not. LT thev
did leave, where would they go? Whalt would they do?

1t was the middle of the 1930%s and the land was 1n the ogrip of
the great depression. fAam owell, a sever drowaht had descenoed
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uporn the praijirvies, Year after vear the stunted crops shraivelled
and died in the withering heat. The land itselt fTwned into dust
and was  blown into drifts several feebt high along the abandoned,
wesd-strewn tences. Lite  was as  hard and  unvelenting for the
"white" prairvie farmers as 1t was for the Native peoples
imprisonad on the baron reserves.

In 1338 Alfred and a friend named REobert King, from the Hrentfell
Faseprve, isit. Lowsking o wovk. They simply climbed onto  a
freight train  and, perched on top of a box car with dozens of
other hobos from all over fThe  West, they watohed the beautitul
fall—-colouwred of  the valley disappear giving weian to the parch,
burned-red crops of the flat praivie. fhey got off in a small

town named Raymore, about 72 omiles straioght north of Feogina.

They eventually found & few davs work on a threading crew. but
whan that endesd, so did their prospects of gaintul smployvment.
They searched through & number of  praivie communities, “rviding
the rods" with countless obthers who wandered about aimlessly from
town to town atop the boxcars o1 the OPR. Thely money SO0 ¥ an
ot and they had nothing to sat at dayvs at a time.

For the brief period thalt they were able to work they werse paid
"two dollars  a day, till sum oup Lill sun down. " Whan the money
was gong they starved — fTor a lived oft handouts from obher hobos
who had  somsthing o eat and, at ftimes, from sympabthebic fTarmers
or bownspeople. But hunger was nearvly a constant companion, and
they suffered from the oold ang the heat of the chanogesable
praivie weather, as did Tthe thousands of other Lanadians who were

riding bthe vods, going from no where to no where,

The white hobos often shared theiv meager supplies with Robert
and Al fred, who of course shared whatever fortune had given them
with one-and-all, sincs this had alwavs  been the lndian  wayv.
Thus, the great depression and drought served o bring Indian and
white man toogesther. e took decades of prosperity o drive them
apart again atter the war was over. Indesd, many of the men that
later teamsd up with Alfred Nonams 1n the South Daskatohewan
Fegiment (ohid had been hobos during this period as well,

Al frad vetwned o thne reserve 1n the winter of 9oy, He huno
around the reserve Tor  bwo more vears staving with mis parents,
and doing what Little  work that ke could tind. fren war Droks
out and  Canada bDegan o mobilize it's armed Torces 1n Ssptember
of 195y, Alfred watchesd as  obner men from the ressrve and the
sUurrounding countryside  went bto enlist - bo Ygoin up. Al tred
was gager to oo but his tather flatly vetuseo bo let kbim.  a&ltred
want to talk to the three worid war one veterans living on the
reserve, but none of them would talk about trnelr experience over
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In 12940, alfred again asked his Tather, and agsin he sald “"no.
"1 owill gust go for thres months, " alfred fTold hime but again his
father said no. "ehytt plesated alfred.



"Weall, look," said his father, "1f vou join the army and go to
WaY .. e« what 1 f wou get killedsn

"Well, that's the chance [ will have to take," Alfred replied
gquietly. Altreds father was loosing his battle to kesp his son
out of the war and safe at home. A week later alfred and another
buddy Ttrom  tThe reserve went soubth bto kstevan., looking Tor work.
Thay found none, and started back north again.  alfred turnsd to
his friend in the Doxcar - they alwayvs hitched a ride on the
train everywhere they went -~ "when [ kit Regina, [*m going bo
Join o wup,” he btold kim, Ywhat about vouwe®

"L odon't  know," his  buddy responded thougntfully, "1 would Like
to o see you in unitorm Yivst, before 1 Join up. ®
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The next dav the ftrain pulleg 1nto BEegina, and alired and Tour
others (all whited struck off to find the reoruiting station.
They came back the next day to the old Pasgua Hospital for a
medical sxamination. fhey were all sent to a barvacks in FHeaina
following the examination. The five new buddies stuck btogsther
but they were nobt  sure they 1ad been excepted until a sergeant
told them, Yook, head on over to the Suarter Master®s (GM) stores
and pick  up yvouwr uni forms. Slired chuckled, "iooks like we're
ir. " At <4150 that afternoon they browke oft tor the day. Al fred
put on his uni form and went downtown to Look up bils more bashful
Mative buddy. UHere L am. I omave aot my unitorm. What asbout
vl Al fred greeted him with a lauagh.

"Rell 1 gusss 1 owill have o doan o up kBnowe Y Ris budoy laugned.
"but Tirst I[’'m going back to the reserve, and then 1711 come back
and Join up. ™ And tnat s what he did, but Al trved NMoname was btre
first man Trom his  reserve o enlist in the army. atter being
accepted into  the army. alived was given twos options.  He ooulo
Join eithsry the Regina REifle Regiment chuky or bhe  Soubth
Saskatcohswan Meglment Ukl Pwelt, " altrved thought, R R v Uy I 7
come from Eegina, or know anyonse  herve, bubt [ know a bunch from
around kstevan, so 1 will join the Soels.

Al fred took  fowr months  of basic  training 1n FHegina. ike the
Indian residential sohool at lebiret, svervining ran like
clockwork, and  the discipline 1mposed upon a man was so bhorough
that it ruled nearly every aspect of it’s time work and thoughts.
Uniforms had  to be pressed every night webbing had to be oleansd
with blanoo, & khak powoar  that vou  mixed with water andg
sorubbed into the webbing brass bubttons  and catohes had to be
maticulously cleansd  and shown  with strong smelling brasso, and
the spare pair of  army boots had to be shown even on bhe soles,
Ones rifle was treated like a mute god. Cleaned ocutside as well
as out,  a speck of dust inside the shiny rifle bore who would bhe
encugh to warvant severe punishment. The cleaning and polishing
chores took most of  the evening to complete so thers was lithle
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spare btime for the soldier, either day of niahi. The davs
lTong and hard. At B0 a.m. (ORGUY hours the Ykt MO (barvacks
non-commissionsd of ficer, wsually a lance-corporal) woulad shoot
and rvaoe, getting evervons oub of bad.

A man  showsred, and then lined up at the line of sinks, awaibting
his twn to get at one so bthat be coulo shave.,  &after the huereded
morning ablutions, there was & rush  to role up the bedding, by
folding all  the blankets into a neat rectangular  shape at the
head of  the bed a spare palr of poobts were twned upside down at
the foot of the bed, ready for inspection by the order] ot fuoer
tofficer of the day). The large pack and the small Huared
off, brass shown and  webbing blankoed, were place a shalT
above the oot ready Tor inspectbion.

Then the @men s8t  of T tor the pavade  souars. Mmers they wara
showtbed at and burdled  into tnres ranks.  as theilir numbers wers
called out  in alphabetical orvder. they snapped to attention and
soreamsad out 1n response YhilE!d fhe 1deasa was  to sound as
agoressive as possible, so soms men hollevsd "wabHd " others began
Lo innovate - any  ogubttural sound  woulag dop "dEaslEHHY one weould
shout when  his nams was callead. Aot ey Wwould vespond SakH. anag
ccasionally &  less forwvard  tvpe would respond with a2 simple
Meiy .

Then, as  the orill  sergeants soreamed insults and curses at the
mer, they learned their drill. e started with their learmning to
"abtand at  a st Lot and bhen Ystand at sase. ohanding  at
attention meant  standing with vour heals touching, toes oul at a
anagle of  thirty degress. Hands straitoht by the sides, thumbs i
Line with the ssams  of the trousers. Goame men had a natuwral
slant when thevy tried this, so that one hand would be perhaps six
inches lower  along the trousers ssam than the obther. thus, his
shouwlder would droop by six inches. This had to be corrected.
Ancother would  stand perfectly strailaght but his head would be at
an angls. This had to be covveched.

tUn the "STalND aT Eabk" command, the left foot was to be lifted
siv inches from the ground., move smartly twelve inches away from
the right foot, and  slammed down  smarbtly again at oan angle of
thivty degress. onto the surface of the parvade souare.

ATTEMD . « o sWaALT Pk L1, YO pilkal HEADS. .. . oHas, v the
crill serosant . (This WES AV MY Lamgo  Tor bthe Commandc
"attention!M: The work was alwaves Dbroken up into two parts when
the "alTkeN"  oortion of the command  was Darkesd. TRe Lroons
prapared them . AlWavs Werse over-—anxious and starited
to o shutfle betore the LU portion of the command was gilvens,
Thus, during most braining spilsodes, the command  alwavs  cams
AT HEM. o awdALT Fuk 7. . . SHUN. Whern the SHUN commano was barked,
the lett foot was Litted and banged down twelve inoches away from
the right fooh . At tirvst, this sovead vange trom Tour inches to
perhaps thirty six inches among the recrults. instead of the
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desired btwelve nchss. fhe angle ranasd from neariy a hundryed
and sighty degress in some case to no anole at all.,

In a matter of hours, however bthe men were standing correctiy and
instead of the original mass  shuttle whan  the  oommands
PATTEN. o« CHa, Y and gD alHieRD, " were given, there was a sharp
CRACE as  thelr collective stesl-shoed heels ot the hard top in
LML S0 When this oocurreo. the men began bto fesl liwke soldiers.

Dave passed. Ihey continued o drill togestiher., vesponding to
commands as they marched around the parade square 1n bthres ranks.
TEY O THR REiloHt, QUICE  PFakoHY, The thves oolunns marchsd ot f on
i son, and  the sound of their heels hitting the hard surface of
the sguare  1n perifect rvhvihm began a srvanstormation of the
BRSNS . They were not longsry a bunch of individuals: they
WEFE a  wnit. FAROUT TURN TUWARDD, Y the command was gilven as the
feft toobt kit the pavement, another step forward was taken with
the vight foob, then the left foobt was placed acvoss the right on
the line of advance at a ninety degree angle. (e righkt Footb
again was brouwoght down as the ooluwmn bturned to the vight and then
it omoved off 1in the opposite direction. Lol U~ T~ Tk
- AWAY, the recrulits called oult at the top or theiliry Lungs as they
made bthelr ocollective about turn. TLAULIMN WLk ADVANUEZ. o o o B Dk
TUREN came  the command. as the lett toob hit the ground. LHELE -
ONEZ — ThU — aAlaY, shouted the recruits, turning to the right in
two stages, then stepping oft smartly with the left toot. iiey
marched stiffly away arms  swinging at  shoulder height. Mgk T
THOSE ARFS UF. LERT, BIwH T, LEFT. BLabT e LEFT, ==—iLkEF -~ LEFT.
FIGEHY s LEFT.

There was a collective vhvthm to the marching  teet durinog tne
drill. Wien the  command "ABUT. . TUENY came, the eaven orunch
crunch changsd  rvihybim YesUll. . TUREN LRaLE Lkask ek Opslk,
CEUMCH RN LRUNCGH. - 00 sRUaD Wl saoVabilb. o . e bae Flibird,
crunch, CREALE LREAUE CEaUE,. orunch orunch oy unoi.

Farade square drill was interspersed with weapons? training. T he
vitle sten gun and Dbren gun were tThe tools of the trade. Treye
ware mortars to leasrn aboul (wsapons that Looked like thick shove
pilpes that you dvop fthe small bomo into, which fived with a roar
and a Tlash, sending the deadly projgsctile at & very high
trajectory into  the target some hundred vards or 80 awavid. Pies
sten guwn Looked like a small barvel (1t Tived nins mm. &ammo’
surrounded by a perfovated hesat cvlindsr. 1t was sowioped with a
thin metal but at one end that fitted into the shoulder. Lt had
a clip  that held ftwenty eilghnt o thivty bullets which 1t would
fire with 1necrvedible rapidibty. fhe  sten gun otten  went ot f
unexpectedly, o stubbornly jammed  and retfused to fivre at all.
It was reported to have cost a measly $6.00 o produce, and 1t
acted Like 1t.

The bren was a bDeauti ful weapon. It looked like a rifls with a
bipod on the front. It had a olip holdino twenty eight point
thres to  thres caliber bullets. It couwld be fTivred either with



single shots, o ong  automabtic. Lt was very accurabe and very
reliable, thres to three Bntield single snot. Dolt action waapon
was, according to the instruchtor the eguivalent to the soldiers
Wifea. TLUVE YUK RLFLE el Takk wiul Cakk OF Li". the men ware
told.

Thers Wware many 1nspectlions. P owvouw tTarled to pass an inspecbion
yviou were  put on chargs and  mavohed ap betore  the commanding
ofticer (D0 escorted Dy btwo privates, and  commanded by a
soyeaming Mo, You removed your hat when you were marched up in
front of  the OO or "the Uld Han” as he was commonly  called,
thowgh not o his  face. You were a disgrace and you could not
waear you beret with its regimental hat badge on such an oocasion.
For punishiment  yvouw would be contined o barvacks given extra
duties and exbra paradse souare drailis For a serious of fense,  yvioul
ware sent  to detention o the military prison ~ where life was
made uanimaginably rough for viou.

When you  left the hut in the movrning. 16 was  inspected. vour
shoss, blankets, webbing, large and small packs eto, It the
brass or the webbing w ot wmhone Yo e nioh stancgard and oleansd
meticulously, vou were pls GN CHAT 8. Un parade. you ware
inspeched. Heret worn corvectly...hat badoes shown, fTace clsanly
shaved, hair ocwut so that no hailr showed below tne bersetb. bies o
properiy, snirt pressed, tunic pressed, web belt olsan., brass
shown,  fTrousers putties oF gaiters on properly. sho
shown bhrviogntly. clean oubtside, bhove spotiessly olean andg
shiown 1nside. And  of cowrse vou had bto be on time  for
evearything, or  you were placed on oharos. as yvou would pe i you
failed any aspsct of the daily inspechbions.

o, for ealtred and his new comrades, four months passed and basic
training was completed in Keogina. At the end of the four months
the civilians had beesn tTransformed into soldiers. a @selach
brotherhoosd of fighting men.

Alfred was  tThen transtervred to Winnipeg whers he spent another
fouwr months on weapons btralning. The rouwtine of the barrvacks and
paratds square  ended when  they receilved news sarly  in april ot
1942 that they were schedaled for over ssas duty. A verv short
embarkation leave t{towards was given, Jjust time enough time for a
day a home and  a final Tarewell to The reserve, and thevy wera
back 1n camp vready o entrain tor the sast coast of Lanada.

Al fred and his comrades in bthe LSk entrained in Winnipea. and ook
oft at the port of Halitax. they marvoned onto the troop snip and
crossed the dark aAtlantic  to knoland. Enorand was  excibting.
Again, barvacks lite dominated everyvibiing. fraining Decsan all
OVEY  AdAain. But  mow 1t owas  supolemented with mock  combat
manesuvers called "soheams.” Inese  scheams opitted regiments
against 2ach  obther 1n rehearsals tor  battles. Mhere was niahts
marches,. attacks against objecbives ranoging  Trom viliages to
airbasss. ihey learned defense strateglres as well, and always
there was the parade sguare, the discipline and tThe driil.



Alfred and his companions joined the Second Canadian Division at
Camp Whitleyv, near kil ford, as reintorcements Tor the S5kfs, By
July, L, the new rewnforcements were taking special btraining
in assault landing oraft. They nad to scale shear oliffs.
hundreds of fee high. In garily Julv, The second division beogan
to divest 1tselt o bthe oldey and wsakery personnsl. Fler whio
could not beep up Wwith the rigovous phvsical regulr e ts o the
clift scaling. and intsnsive ftraining ware sent b Tt Lanada.
Even bthe new reintorcements from  canada, altred MNoname amono
them, were having somse difticulty mesting thne phvsical ohallenaoss
of the second divisions exhausting trailning program.

wlh, 1

among the havdensd troops of the Sok's, alired cams into contact
Wwith old Triends from  Fort GuAappelle, fPoth Native  and whibe.
They warse in maognifticent phvsical shaos. AL vred soon Tounco out
Wy . They began  scating cliffs  along bthe coast  of oDowbi
Enoland, Alfred syplainsd, "the servgeants went  abead wun this
arsat, shear oclitf. Phey put peas 1n a tied ropes to them, bthen
hurlaed the ropes down o us. Wer hac all owr gsar on ouy backs
and we carrvied owr rifles slung over our shoulders., The clifrts
were made  of shale and as vou hung onto the rope and olimbed fthne
cliff, the shale would break loose and yvou  would  Loose your
Fonot 1. Tihe tTivst btimse | went halt wav. Loooudadn?t make it and
I came down. My arms fTelt (ike they were brokan. But the thivd
time 1 tried, | made it. bogust barely made it to the top and a
sergesant pullsc ME L. It*s funny, 1t was hard, dangerous worlk,
but no one got  killed on that training.  Some of the older guvs
Just couldntt do o it. M

For three mnore wesks, alfred continued this tvpe of almost super
human tralning. Hee  touwghed wp o wvery gquickly as did most of the
cbher men in his continoent of reintorcements

By now  alfred had bteamsd up with a small non-NMative man who cams
originally from  Willowbhunoh. Daskatohewan. Az oas often the case
with army buddies, these btwo became inssparabis Triends.  aifrea
Fainvell was a short, slim man with a prominent nose and a head
of rich, wavy brown haiv. He was guieb, like altred Nonams, and,
Liks Monams, e was  1n good  phvsical shnape. these tTwi, a5 was
the custom  of army bDuddies shared there smokes  and money with
each othear. They went only  leave  and  on passes  togsbher,

In dlate July, ths Suoe's were oiven & bit of a break tvrom thsir
constant training  in 3 tanding of  the besachss. Inatead,
the battalion was sent on an eilght and a halt root march on July
the i, O July 21, Fla jor Ha 1. Fempton was posted out of the
vegqiment to an unknown destination. s posting probably saved
the major?s  Life, although the men of the battalion were nobt vet
awareg of what ewercise tord 1 hetd in store Tor them.  PMajior J.k.
Mrokae replaced  him. -ieutenant Dolonsl UL, Marvitt  ftoasted
Major kempton  in the Uticers® Fess, saving "1t was men such as
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Ma jor Fempton whoss 2Py L be-Le-Lorpes kspt reguments o thes
Canadian army 1n suoh top shape.

On July 22, they practiced grenade Lthvowilng, ws1ng  the Yo
grenads a plrneapnle like bomb containing S pleces of shrapnel.
It was +to be used for olose guarter fighting. fhen bhey
practices snipers stalking and detense patrols. In the arttarnoon
they went on sports parade.” his was a day away Trom uni forms
and drill. The men could oo swimming oy play Dall., as  they
chose.

July passed oguistly until the &9, when they moved out on anobhesr
s bemes ., The first week of August again consisted of  roubine
training —  “training as  per syllabus,." as the army  generally
termed 114, Ui aAaugust /. the battalion was lectured on Ythe role
of the assault battalion.' &t 17:109 hours (92159 p.m.? they wvere
treated to & movie 1in barvacks. It was a Hollywood movie called
"lZiegtfield bivri." el in the evening the men ware btreasted to a
dance at the Fullborouah Yillage hall, where they had a crnance bo
mingle with the civilians and danced with tThe bnoglish givls.  For
a very large number of voung Lanadian btroops, bthis would be bthe
last time in theilr  short Lives that they woulo bolod 8 womsn in
thelr arms oF dance wibh her. The next day, Delng HDuwnasy, bhe
mean went bto "ochuroh parads.?

LI August 1o during a demonstrabion  of fiving the tws  inach
movtary trom the hip. Fraivate M. bBairkpatvick was seriously wounoded
by shrapnel. P mary Yournda o men, this o owas the tivst canadian
bloodshed fthey had seen.  rFerhaps it was an omen. Un auoust 149,
the L., the two LI, the adjutant and all company commandsrs were
called away to L group fa messbting where plans were divuloed and
discussed among  all the rvanking officers) at vislonal Head
Guarters (Hud. Domathing Dio was up.

Im mid  aAugust, warning orders came  bhvough o bthe  SoREYs 0 for
another exerolse, fRovo [, it was  labelled. The troops new
nothing abowt Ford L, but Aaltred Moname recalled: I ohaa only
been 1n this unit for fhres wvesks, The sergsant traied o ssplain
the exercise, but he really didn't know where we were gqolindg
either. We thought 1t o was ancther ftraining exercise, Lt was
being keplt secreb, Dol the bove had kind of an idea Decauses we
were i1ssued  live ammunibtion.  asverybhino. But still, we didn’y
know where we were going or  even 1T bthis was the real thing or
ot .t

"The next day we spent clsaning and prapaying our Weapons. nen
a officer cams 1 and gave  the order. Wer  were loaded  on b
trucks: nobody saild where we ware ooing To. We trought 1t was
anothesr scheme. Wer  were joaned by the Lamevon Hiaghlanders of
Winnipeag, and the Fusilierves Fount-koval. Imis made up the sixth
Brigade. W headed Soubtsn on a large  convoy. As we passed
throudgh the small towns alonog the route | noticsd a lot of peopls
standing owult  on the streets, waving atb us. Fhey sesmned to have
an idesa something was up. "



"We hit  the port  of Soubthampton, whers we seen all the ships 1n
the bav. Everybody oot oft. bach  company had  to stick by
itself, and we were not allowed to talk to anvbody. Fhen we
boarded the ships."

"I remember the name INVILTS, that was our ship. We boarded and
wera put  on oan upper level below decks, and D Company was below
LS. We still didn?t know, bub we were esxcited to be on the snip.
We staved below deck wuntil atter dark. Wiz weren®t sven allowesd
to ook out the portholes. ™

"Just betore midnight an ofticer came in and snoved us & map. a
map of  Dieppe. He explained where we were going  to Land and
what, and whalt we were going o dol”

"ihe ottioer  had asvial maps o1 btarvget. put the maps bhad falled
o odetect & number of gun emplacements.”  Altred sxplained, “the
protures taken Dby fthe KHAF dodn’t guite ost the ogun emplacements.
They were bhidden inside the oliftis. Witen there was troublse fthe
guns would coms out tTo Tive than oo in again.

@



THE BLUUDING dF THE CaARNADLIANS

"The British sent 1in two oompaniss  of commandoess (slite attack
troops especially btrained for  vivituwal suioide missionst, Nunber
e and 4. MNumbery 4 was on our side. the west side. Trieyv went in
ahead of ws to take oubt the ows  they knew  about. Hut the
HGermans were on bwenty  four bours  alerdt so the commando®s v an
into alot of trouble.”

Im tact, Mumbery 3 commando, whickh  consisted of  seven landing
craft, holding  twenty to twenty tive men sach, hrad set out bo
destyoy anemy oun implacements on the sstrems leltt of tne assault
beaches near Dieppe. Mear tThe village of Petit Bereneval. HioW
of the oraft landed tate and the Nazy detenders were waiting for
them. The snemy, wall entrernched, and with the esnbtire beach
ranged in, owub numbered  thres commando by at least tive to one.
ATter bitter firaghting that lasted from sarly dawn unbil [Ozod
#.Me, bthe British commandoes were overwhelmesd and destroved. Thie
seventh landing ocraft of pdNumbsr 3 commando having gone astray,
want inland up a narrow channsl.  Mad Heter Young, with twenty
mern advanoec With maonitiocent 27 frontery  against  an entive
battery of German artillery that held command of  the  beach,.
Lapture of the Dbattervy was o course 1mpossiole, st bhe
commandoss engaged  the battery trom & distance of onily  fwo
handred vards, preventing tne  guns trom fiving at the advanoing
landing craft of the bboe’s.

Thvee commando YThen withodrew o the besach witnowt lots, whisre the
pirioct of there landing cratt had wailted lovally  for them, and
kEnow vemoved them swittly to the satety of the destrover. fuimb er
4 commarndo, under bthe  command of Lovd Lovat,  went in oon the
extreme right of the assault bsaches. the assaullt went precisely
as plarnmed and enemy  Datteries were knoocked oul with only light
casualties among  the commandoss, having two ofticers and Len men
killed, and thirty three wounded.

As the Lanadians approached the beach at the fTivst liont of dawn.
the sea was moderately rup. Witern sixth Erigade left the ship in
theilr landing barges G4:15  mours 1D a.ma. ), Auoust v, o,
They waere still several miles otf the coast of France, and 1t was
04350 howrs betore fThe firvst wave Of troops hit the beaches of
Dispps and Fourville.

The roval rvegiment of  Lanada,., containing nsarly seven  hundred
men, landed abt Fuvs, close  to where pumber 3 commands had
parished howrs before. Their landing craft touched down btwenty
minutes labte. the well entrenched and well prepared snemy was
warting for them as the men lett the shore and rushed towards the
mea wall, they ware  oub  down by inbtesnss MACFILINE gun tTire.
Murderous Tive poursd Trom prll boxes. and thnoss who survivesd bhes
initial charage took shelter  behind the sea wall. e s=a wall
gave them vivitually no protechion,. owsver. ey wevs entlladed
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going wp the hell, it was guiet. the machineg auns on the hll
waren't fivring at ws."

"But what  we ftound  tuwnny 8s were goang wp bhe nril: bhere was a
dairvy fTarm on one  side of  the sty i and bthe Tarmsr Was TusT
sitbting outside milking his cow." éGlitred stopped his narvabtive
and chuckled  out lowud at the memory o this incongruous sioght.
He conbinusds This womsn  was looking down at us trom the houses,
put he never even  olancsd up. We had a Tew Fetis whio spobke
trench and  trsy trised o converse with haim bub o bhe wouldntt even
R Hee what happened, alrred continued,  the KaAF had dropped
aome leatlets to the itrench people,. that we would be thers but
they were nobt to gelb in towch with ws or anvihing, for their own
satebty.”

"We went on oup the street and evervone had to take a twrn kickinog
the door in o see 17 tThere anvbody inside. o my Lburn, [ ooooked
my rifle. I was nervous.  Anvway. L opened the door and walked
i I ooouldn?t see anybodys; empty roome o [ came out. i the
next house 1t was my buddies turn. the ooy opened and a Geyman
offiocer came oub. Hee had a red oross band on. We waere warned we
ware not  to five at a tirst aid man with a red oross arm band.
Well, this derman came oub o~ everyone had his vitle cocked - and
M reached into his tunio ang took out a louger ta o2 mm band gun
itssued bto all German oftioers). Iodontt kEnow who he was aiming
at. fherve wers sleven of wus, and 1 froze. v puddy tvom kRebtevan
took a  shob, and nearly book bis oarm ooft. The merman was in
shos k. He didrnt  even Teel S Hes clad not tall down, but he
dropped his lowger. fne ofticer called rov a voluntesr bTo take
Fim back to thne DBach a5 a prisonsr.,”

A Triend  of mine nams Halmboux, a FMetis trom Willowbunch, said,

YIY11 take kMim.? fleall, hurry upt bhe otricoer bold bim. e are
belind time.” He  took the German away and came Dack 1n a very
short while.”

“ln o the meanbtimeE the snipers were well Foadden, Tiving at s, W
woudd v, auck, then run again.  wune ot bthe bovs gobt kit 1in the
thiagh but 1t didn’t  hat the Done. He staved with us. He had a
bullet hole rvight STheouwah. We tixed mim wp with our tivedh aild
kit. He wasn't bleeding much, but later on he hnad a Lot of pain.
We had forgobten owe tesr by this time. Heing firved upon, well,
voul kind ot get ussd of L.

¥
H

Al at  once the Damerons came  along, the Lameron Highlanders.
They had been pretbty well beaten up on the beach because 1t was
already davliakht when they landed. They took  off for  an
objective two miles further  up. They wers supposes Lo neet the
tanks, from  the Calgary lank Esgiment, but the tanks never mads
it. They never got passed the shore.  They couldn?t go up the
shale on the beach. ey were slipping and sliding, and they
Just got piloked off Lov herman  artillervl. Alot of tanks were
Fit before they oot onbto the beach. Do we had no tank support,
o artillery. We  did have some alr suoport, Dut they were Dusy




up there  themsslves. They were taking on the werman planes in
dog fights. We were wabtohing them now and again. whnen we had the
Chance., Frahter planes were Coming  down. We coula  ses  The
sk, !

"Late in tThe day & big plane: 1 think 1t was a koston bhomber.
cama shtraioght at wus Tlyving Low. We thowoht 1t was a snemy but 1t
WA DL S, and we had tived some shots at 1t betore we discovered
1t owas ours. Lt lay fthe smoke soresn for us. It really helped
us to make a retreat b0 the beach. Urdsrs to make the retreat
came riaght  atter thse bomber laid it’s smoke. We had our own bwo
inch movtars  for smoke  but thev were no good. Pey mads wast
little puffs of smoke....evervibhing we had was outdated by the
German soguipment.

“Iohave no o idea how long we were there, bult the ot ficsr gave the
order to head back  to the beach. We started Tor the oeach but
ield wp dn oa  town sguare Libhat came undery heavily mortar tiveld.
The sguare had birog walls all around.  We vere tived. and sust sat
I W German morbars  werse falling in the souare,. and they were
WET Y ' tia fhe devmans  hag bthe arves rancged in. Thers
WES Mo CovET and alolb of oot it e wer s ThLng with
our ritles  at the ready for  anvybning. 1 was sitting there
cdrinking from  omy watsyr bottlie - I was so thirstv. It was hot,
and we were walrting tor the LDamsrons to veburn.

"Well this  old tellow came along. tom ashton, Trom the Fasgua
Feserve. ity o, am I glad to ses vou,’ he said. Aarother quy
from the Same reserve A% mE Cams alondg. Flom olad vou guvs ars
still alive,’ bree maiody 20 thouwaht vou guys wouwld be kidled [ono
a. f

"Rloo, L sadd., "therse  were alob of LEsrmandt  prisonsvys  of 0 war
HOWsY 1 the soguars with us. Frovosts  (ouwr military police)
ware guarding  them and searching them. We had to oo something
Wwith them. You couldn’t let them walk around, so we bhad to tie
theilr hands behind their  backs so they wouldn™t go anywhere. A
Gevman mortar  fell amonagst them and they got killed. We gobt bthe
blame Tor 1T, and  later, tre wermans  took  ravenge on the
Canadians who  were taken prisoner during the rasd. That is why
the wbermans later shackled the Canadian prisoners,”

e were  sitbing there waibting for  orders to oo down fo ble
baach. When we  lett tor  the bDeacn. 1 notioed & Liob of Dovs
laying there. ...l thouoht they were desd. gomne were dead, a lot
wer e wolinoded, DUt tiey nevery mads any nol Like vou heay in bnhs
movieEs, bthey wers odleb. The tirde was Ut now.

1 omaw tThese two in the Deach and 1| steoped over theanmn. i o thouaoht
they were dead. olooked down the bDeach and there was a little
pley, and a bunch  of boabts. then Losaw one of btihe guvs on tThe
DEachn move. They werse nobt dead atter all. I o=mald, Yheh Lbuncan,
ars vour going to stay herse oF arse vou going o omake a vun Tor
it.” He was an oldsr guy, & Lot oider bthan me. He ssemsd to be
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in shook. He said, 11 [ vun for 2t 'm ogoing to get killed for

sura’ and then.”
"Well," L told haime Tdo o yvow want o pDe a pvisonasr ofF war o
Mo, ! o he saild.

"Well ot wp oand vun, " Ll sasd. i daned nLin oand he cames baok

Wwith me.

Yoo, whiat could oo now, o started witn my Duddy trom Weviburn.
Joe NMagadome. We walked up and down the psacn. e wWEy s Oy awing
Tive from maching Ouns., mortars and snorve Datbteries. They wvera
all agiving 1t to wus. your ool see the water just [lke 117 was
Dubbling. bosaw ftwo landing oreatt overlosded withn men get direct
hits. bvervyvbooy gone! Mv buddy and [ looked back at the nills.
*That's where  bthey are oComing Trom,? Lotomid  mime Tand Look atg
this Little rifle | have here. What can that thing dos nLooust
dropped 1t 1n the water.? flets head 1or the wabev. ere 1S
nothing we  can do here.’ We fried to piok wp one of owr woundsd
buddies. He was kbt oin bobth legs. He said ‘no, leave me bovs.
Dave yourselr.’ bo owe inflated ow May Wests (Life Jackebts) and
started swimming, Two ot wus bogether -~ brothers going oul. e
was a white man  from LEstevan. 1t was the last landing orafs
waiting there.”

"We were Just about to 1t when the water shot up oan trant of us.
betwaen wus  and the landing craftti. A short battery had  ust
mlssed us. Phen  the sailovs  pulled us up. We oot 1n. I was

w

soaking wel. Losat odown. I coutadn®t move. Lilivs warae on bop ot
TTHER « mome were - yolt o know - Dlooov., Lt owas badly over loaded.
Yoo ool ] d feel the Ttorocs from the shore batbteries' sxplosions -
Coming trat olose o us. Wi Dacked away  slowlv, Arcd we
headed Tor the destrover.”

“in  the mEantims  the GEYMANS Were  TLYing. MACHLME guns.
averyhbhing. Hieady, sbeady all the time and the smell of bhe
covdite dhiogn explosivel be s wnbear able. sy destrovers
tried to veturn the tive but  they aion’t  do any damans. ey
didn't know where the btargets were, LW a0f in L owas nearly
bhe last ottt the landing crarth. We laid on top of the deck. 1
rmobroed There  wvas a great big hole on the side of the destrover.
It hac besn nit. We were the last ones to pull out of there.
This destrover could navdly move Decause we were over Loaded. 5
Wi Came  away, bthe uagrman dive Dbombers came oub of the colouds,
stralobt down on ous, and ths little smio 210 zagoed. oy ol
see the huge spouts of watery all around s,

"The destroyer Tirved back with itfs Borors (20 mm #.a. 0uns with
Tour barrelsd., I was laving beside one. wWhat a noise 1t made as
it hammered away at the planes, L ooversd my sars with my hands.
The stukarx Cenemy dive bombers) were coming so o fast that they
ware very hard to hit.  We didn?’t get any, but they dig not score
a hit on us elither. But @mome were sure oloss.t



"It owas dark when we landed at New Haven. L had besn soaking wet
whan 1 oot on the destrover Dot L was ory when L oot inio New
Haven amnd | gidn®t even notice the ditfersnces. rothing to eat.
I was  hungry. ihere was an offioer going around taking all our
names, and  what regimEnt We were  1n. Lonoticed  bws Lanadian
sailors. One said  he cams Trom Rsgina. but 1 toroot o ask kim
his nams. There were men  from all  bthe units there, Lamerons,
Commandoes, mAl Loy . evitish S L ey S W WY £ tew b ez
reinforcemsnts  but they were never sent L, ey never
tanded. ... ”

"It owas all ssnselsss, anvwav. Lefs to Dad vl HooWae ..

e were  all standing on the plev when an officer said ‘all Shxs
follow us.? We  went to & littie house. They told us bTo stay
there: they would prok us up in the morning. ThEy gave us a Cup
of ruwm, and that knocked me out. e nexst morning we were loaded
wp i trucks and taken back  to camp o and, oh,  wWhat a  pitiful
siant. We wers i shook. Wer werve 1n snook. e ornly onss we
lett behind  1n Enoland were the transport dreivers and bhe ooolos,
Every day ws were btaken o a bio tent and orticers and serosants
oguastioned s, ford v osee Lhais o guwy et milledy Was this one
taken prisonsr’s? We didn’t kEnow. Fow coulo we bell. FRET B WY
s many bodies laving all around.

"About touwr davs latery we went to the hospital and there wers the
men L ltertt laving on the beach. Iodont e how they gobt back but

trers tThey ware. "

"L owill nevery tovoaet that day in adoust, iode, v

L1t the ewperience of the SHRYs  pushed men to the very edge of
Fiuman endurance, they were neverbneless tortunate compared o
othey units engaged 1mn bThe LUispps rald.

For  the Hamilton Liaht tnfantry (Wl and  Essew Soobttish
regiments 1t was btobtal disaster. ey had  landed on the main
beackh in fromt of Dileppe at D220 aom. - lwong after daviiaht.
Five sguadrons of canon-fiving Hurvicane fioghters shelled the
beaches as the landing oratt came in. Thers attack ended just as
the kssew SDoobttish and HLL leaped Ttrom their landing oratht and
began to ocut through  the baroed wive and entanglemsnt that fthe
mermans had placed alonog the bpesachk.

The ftanks of the Calgary bank regiment did not tand as pilanned,
due Lo a navigational BYyay, and Cama 1n tilfteen minuwtes later.
During these fiifvtesn minutss the two infantry wunits caugnt in tihe
parbed wire on the opsEn bheach ware at the meroy of eneny machins
ouns,. artillery and movtars. e Deach was swebnldt with merciless
fire, btakinag & tervible tole or vanadians. Mavertheless 2
Frandiul of HLL men. Dholdly led oy Captain A, Hill actually mads
it bthe cenbre of the city  and encgadged the snoamy 1 4 Tuy 1owus
struggls in the streets near ohe ohuroh of oh. Femv. i a side




astreset near  this church  a small unostentabious monument stands
todav. It was esrected by some french Civilians who  saw bwas
Canadian soldiers gt cwb down on the strest by Gevman machine
g Tive. The monument 18 insoriped simbly oo LCaraediarn soldisers
died hers.

When the Calaoary Tank kegiment did make 1ts landing on thne bsaoh.
it owas  inocinerated by & terrvible  interno of tive TYom  Bnemy
batteries and mortars. Yet. bherore thev wevse desbtroved they
bravely brought  thely guns  1nto action against an nbrenched,
invisible snemv. divaculouslyve soms btanks survived the slauvghber
ot the  beach and crossed the seawall. Howsvar, nong made 1t all
the way  anto the town  Of  bispps. put some ot e tanks
immobi Lized Dy enemy tirvre sbtill continued to fTive tnelr guns 1n a
gallant but vein attempt to support the havd-pressed infantyy.

Ut all the tank crews Ltanded at Dreppe that morning, only one man
was known  to have veturned to bknoland. fhe Fusilisrs Mont-voval
and the moval Regiment who wers sent 1nts o support the HioL and
the Essex boobttish were destroved on the same b2ach. Five Was so
intense by  this time on the beach that the landing crath were
wnable to get back to take the survivors off. Lonseguently they
had all to be abandornsd. f the siabht landing ocratt that did get
to the beach, i3 were destroved and lost. Ui the tive hundreo
aighty twa men who bhad embarked with the HlLi, only twe seventsen
returned to bknoland. Ui the five Ti1tty thvee men of the Essew
Soottish who  stormed Sthe  beach that  morninag,  only fifty  two
returned to Bnogland that  night, and  twenty si1oht of fhese were
wioinded.

Over all, the Lanadian casuwalbties were  stunning. L the four
thousand nine  hundred and  sixbty thres Canadian soldiers of atl
ranks who o lett bknogland., only bwo bwo one one retuyned. i o f
these survivors, five eiahity ninge werese woundsd. Pwienty @ight of
these men disd later of thely wounds.

The Dieppes rvard lasted for only nins Bours. Ut aliy the rnadi an
units enoaced. only o oone whnit o~ layv Leskusiliers  riount-koval -
browaght its  commanding of ficer back to knoland. Little remalned
of the Uanadian fourtn oricade. not  mucn more  remained of fthne
sixth. in faot, the Lanadian  second odilvision, AMng bhe
toughest, best  trained divisions  in krogland prior o the Liepoe
raid, toor months or hard work  and thousands of  replacemsnts
batore 1t agaan becams & Tignting wunit.

The incredible bravery shown by tne Canadian  troops  odid  niot
recalve dus rvecognition in Lanada or elssuwhers.  american vadios
blared, and nawspapsr heaaglines proclaimed, Anericans  invade
Risppe. The writvish media praised the commandoes? couraos and
audacity. Canadrians at home oid not realize the maonitiude of bhe
disaster until  fthe telegrams began to arvive by the thousanos in
the cities fTowns villaoges and tarms  across the nation. | e
unfortunate recipient of the telegram. opening 1t with  shaky
hands, was hit with thesse words Ywe sincevely regret to intorm
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Al Tred Nomame, # suUrvivor ., must suarely stand as a svmoool Tor
the Dbrave, inmecent Canadian voubh who died, were  wounded,. or
mivaculously survived that dav. For TROSs young LANADLAaNS whose
Dodies were destroved Devond  racoanibion, the gravestbons  1s
marked "a»r  undnown soldiert. Phess  unknown soldie wnkEnown
Lhowah thely names be, vast as  great Lanadian heross oin thelr
Torelan Oy aves. Une tninks of the marksy on bthe strest  1n
Dieppe, "two Canadian soldiers  died here.® Mhese grave stones
TAVE N Mames, Liake &l itred, Frowever . bthey repvesent - no bhe
ignominiouws Loss  of unimportant  people as the anonymous markers
sadly suggest -~ but on the contrary. they rvepressnt the highest
standards of human shivalry and courade.

Al fred Monams  cams back o Uanada  1n Pay ot 1w, Tt did not
makea any difterence to potential emprlovers  bthat he was a hevo.
They wanted to sarn a profit fvom his labowr ano. £o them. what
mattersd that he only  had grade 5. Faced witih  this kind of
apathyv. aAlifred esventually went Dback to  the Flraoodb ke
ssbitied down, attempbting o rest a living from the soll.

B e Sl

e marvisd, ralaed his  Tamily and watohed then move away as bne
YEAYE PDABSE0. Uwar bhe vears, he continued to mest  with his
brothers who sUrvived bthe Diepoe vaid. I this close. selsach
aroup of there ars no racs oF Colouwy lines, ey Ko Wi
they are, and they know wnat btney survive btoogether, and toey will
always bDe brothers.
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